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Final Results of Cereal and Hay Harvest, 1953-54. 


Although there still are a few minor wheat districts where the 
completion of the collection has been delayed, and a number of odd returns 
from farmers in other districts are outstanding, a safe estimate has been 
made for all these and the totals now submitted may be accepted subject 
to slight alteration. : 


Seasonal conditions. The average rainfall over the Agricultural Areas 
for April and May 1953 was less than half the mean with the result that 
seeding was delayed. Fortunately, June rains were 50% above the mean and 
the rains for each of the succeeding months were equal to or slightly 
above the mean and - despite the deficiency in April and May - the total 
April-November falls totalled 12.62 inches compared with the mean of 
feo inches for the past 49 years. It is noted that though the 1953 
rainfall was only just a little above the mean, yet the average wheat 
yield of 19.91 bushels per acre was considerably higher than the mean of 
44216 bushels. The maximum yield of 21.97 bushels in 1952-535 was grown 
on an April-November rainfall of 15.19 inches, the next highest yield 
of 19.91 bushels this last season was grown on 12.62 inches and the 
previous highest of 18.18 bushels was in 1942-43 on 16.11 inches. 
Compared with the mean wheat yield of 11.16 bushels, the yields for the 
feo seasons have beén 11.08; 15./03 12.67; 14.95; 16.743 16.92, 
peo and 19.91 busheis per acre. 


Harvesting cenditions, as in 1952-53, were exceptionally good and“ 
actual yields for wheat and barley considerably exceeded expectations. 
The yield of wheat is 30,429,283 bushels compared with the Newember 
estimate of 27,000,000; barley 28,397,033 compared with 24,000,000, 
oats 4,368,894 compared with 4,500,000 and field peas 407,484 compared 
with 400,000 bushels. 


The total yield of wheat, barley and oats combined was 65S, 210 
bushels from 2,930,102 acres and has been exceeded only by the 
66,486,793 bushels from 2,850,633 acres the previous season. The next 
highest was 55,094,474 bushels from 3,587,161 acres in 1939-0. 


NOTE:- The 1953-54 particulars are shown hereunder with those for 
1952-53 in parentheses. For statistical purposes, the weight of bags is 
not counted as grain. 


WHEAT:- The yield of 30,429,283 (33,918,689) bushels averaged 19.91 
(21.97) bushels per acre from an area of 1,528,239 (1,543,762) acres 
including any areas failed. Including wheat for hay and green TOI Ager 
the total area was 1,603,127 (1,601,438) acres. 


WHEAT AND FALLOW:- On fallowed land 1,124,842 acres of wheat 
produced 24,842,935 bushels averaging 22.08 bushels per acre. On not 
fallowed land, there weve 403,397 acres with 5,596,348 bushels averaging 
13.87 bushels. The average yields the previous season were 24.19 bushels 
on fallow land and 15.34 on land not fallowed. 


BARLEY:— The yield totalled 26,397,035 (25,901,684) bushels and 
the average per acre was 25.36 (Zions 2e, 510,009) bushels. were 
reported to be 2 row and 2,057,024 bushels 6 row. The acreage for grain 
was 1,119,663 (937,521) and for all purposes 1,142,259 (953,572). 

The area and the yield for 1953-54 exceeded the records of the previous 
Season, but the average yield per acre had been exceeded in 2 previous 
Seasons, that for 1952-535 being the highest. 


OATS:- The yield totalled 4,368,894 (6,666,420) bushels and the 
average per acre was 15.48 (18.05). The acreage for grain was 282,200 
(369,350) acres and for all purposes 701,403 (699,750). The 1952/53 
yield and average yields were records. ; 


=, Dos 
CEREALS ETC. USED ON FARMS:- Farmers reported that they used the 
following quantities (Sneek cereals, etc. on their farms during the twelve 
months ended March 1954. For seed - Wheat 1,872,128, Barley 1,357,764 and 
Oats 887,983 bushels. For feed for livestock and poultry ~ Wheat 793,689, 
Barley Boe, 622; Oats 1,515,549 bushels and Hay and Chaff 175,744 tons. 
Of the wheat produced in 195 3— -54 it was reported that 1,991, 649 bushels 
were retained on the farms for seed and 437,335 bushels for feed. 


YR There has been a decided increase in the areas cropped with 
rye. In 1935-36 there were only 4,680 acres. For 1953-54 there was a 
total of 62,194 of which 52,616 (a7. Ohi) acres were for grain yielding 
325,597 (408, 646) bushels. 
FIELD PEAS:- 407,484 (444,010) bushels from 25,°86 (24,525) 


Seres. 5,245 acres of field peas were fed off. Approximately the same 
area as in 1953-51 was intended to be sown for 4954-55. 


HAY:- 260,070 C2115, 852) acres were cut for hay, wheaten being 
APSE) (19, 626) and oaten 118,298 (99,458) acres. The total yield was 
oor. 099 (347, 462) tons, wheaten being 98,582 (80,721) and oaten 150,165 
(137,087). Average tons per acre were 1 ha (4.48). 


_ACREAGES:- The following table shows the total areas under 
wheat, barley and oats for all purposes, (grain, hay or green fodder) 
for 1930-31 - the maximum year; for 1943-hh - the lowest areas in recent 
years; for each of the last five seasons, and for 1954-55 representing 
the areas that farmers indicated they intended to sow when particulars 
of the recent harvest were being collected during the past 3 or 4 months. 
It is noted that the combined areas under wheat, barley and oats are 
practically stationary. 


Season | Wheat | Barley | Oats | Towa 
= ea ee {~ — ee Fe i a sa =e aap SS es a aoe + 
11930-31 | acres liye 5075213 WP 267,009 ol) Sao, S00 |) bozos nee? | 
1943-Hy | iu Weeroee si pe 0, Sores 4) 558506501 R2s5oe, 22) | 
1949-50 | ” 2° 005,907 eect etl Woes ge Be iniolre | 

feo0-5) | i TCL ONG | 795.10) Gol, 48 3,408, 291 
4954-52 | i" 1,687,897 | 858,464 | 816,418 55 502,012 | 
9952-55 | 4 Ao Oig 8-955, 572 1 (699; 750 So, (oo 
1953-54, | : SOS ef gh ,259 i (0740s, 7 Suto. yoo 
[1954-55 | y 1,627,000 ; 991,000 | 725,000 Big JUS OOO 


Prinr to 1952-53, the total area under wheat for all purposes 
exceeded the combined areas of barley and oats, but from 1952-54 onwards . 
the combined barley and oats areas have exceeded that for wheat. 


VARIETIES SOWN:- Particulars of the acreages sown with the 
principal varieties of wheat, barley and oats are being published 
separately. 


THE ATTACHED STATEMENTS show details of 1953-54 crops in 


Statistical Divisions and also the 1953-54 totals compared with the five 
previous seasons. 


A.W. BOWDEN, 


GOVERNMENT STATIST. 


Statistical Office, 
ADELAIDE. 


5th August, 195. 


STATE OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA 
FINAL RESULTS OF CEREALS AND HAY, 195357546 


1. ACREAGE CROPPED 


| _ AREA FOR G GRAIN a ia en ae sf 
a an ae eo b  Wesesieis: | 
Wheat /Barley | Oats | Total | Fodder | 
1) er rae iter Ik ee ee See ree! 
- | Acres” | Aores _ Acres _ Acres heres: || 
ee ee eae te oan 
Central | 852,540 MAO S548 S675 026 34,528 | 105, 199 | 57,295 | 
Lower North | 7790.8 HOG, 522) 208,681 Wogtbu 19; 1991 | Ss 

Upper North 144,105 | 98,628! 16, 76! 8 360 | 10,342 | 5, 746 
South Beatony 154,574 | 3, 704 36,025, 23,036| 41,838; 15,175 | 
| Western G50), 150 L/O, SSE $227 O58) 151,005.) 2h, 937 | (eRe 
| Murray Mallee 661,486 _ | 267,403 | _ WEA SUMS Ite 27, ou Beer coe 
Total 1953/5u | 3, » 635,903 | 1,528, ASS) ale 119, 663 282 ,200 | 260, ae i 
pe a ee 22 ee ee 
Total 1952/53 aN 3,433,383 | 1,543, ee) 937,521 369,350| 243,852, 287,332 | 
Increase = | 202,520 | = 15, 523) 182, 11:2] -87; 150 | 6, ae 79; 797 | 
= ull oem alias ee areas Ae real ee pen ee (noe ee ers | a ee 

2. PRODUCTION OF GRAIN AND HAY. 

tits 80 cay ee 
Divis ion a _WHRAT Hae. ae BARLE ne oe | a OAT 5 _ a GES) G, a aL | 
[persion ies __jAver. | Bush. __iAver. 5 ae pes es aa 
| Central 6250, 330| On. 231410, Lapin On 26.5 6585 609 | 118.50! Cee O18 | 


Upper North j| 2,080,720] 21.10! "h43,073|24.67| 164,214/19. 64) 14,309 | 
South Bastern} "789, 282) 22% 75 Sh SOL 25. 599,802 1.7. 36) 68,094 | 
| Western 75590,812116.12| 5,5i,622| 2. 3u| 1, 768,350/13.42| 26,659 | 
Murray Mallee; 3, 110,010) Ze 571 4,841 ,885)18.39) 421 7137/10. aie 2h, 552 | 
Total 1953/5u.| 30,429,283, 19.91 | 28,397,033 25 36, 4,368,894 |15.48) 367,099 _ 
Totel 1952/53| 33,918,689) 21.97/ 25,901 , 6BL 27.63, 6,666,420 18.05] 347,462 
Inevease [-3 3,489,406 -2.06, 2,495,549 -2. a7, 297,526 | ace 57) 49, 637 | 


soon = sae eee 


| 
| 
Lower North 110, Spee 429) 26. OS beer pie iby SOac8) 0976, Poe eA. 63 | 69 , 640 
| 
| 


3. FIVE YEARS' COMPARISON 


ee 
ae ee T 7 ara A or ane i ; i 
Area | Yield | Ese a April- | Bea CES 
Year | Per | Nov | | 
| | Rs ee ee eae ee ae 
8 Acres | Bush. | Bushs | eG nee Bush. _|__ Bush. ed 
4948-9 | 2,063,034) 26,136,346 | 12.57 | A417) |) ie, 105, ,ULG | 2,643,449 
Hee=50 | 1,896, 32h | AS es 50R B60} 11.95.) Wee een (eo ae es Hitters 997 
1950-51 | 1,847,791 | 30, 5936, 044 | 16. 7L | dee te Ves 4 030 | Bow eS) 
4951-52 | 14,613,126) 27,300,839 | 16.92 | 46.10 | 16,825,996 | 504,927 
1952-531 14, icy , 162} 33,918,689 eee 3 15.19 | 25,901,684 | z ,666,420 | 
Mean | 1,792, 207 |, 255 328, 3555 | 46,56). 15628 | 16, 856, 679 | on es 4A | 
1953/54! 1,528, 259 | 30,429,283 | 19. al 12.62 | 28,397,033 | 4,368,894 a 


A.W. BOWDEN, 


GOVERNMENT STATIST. 


Statistical Office, 


ADELAIDE. 
Stn Ausust, 1954. 


